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NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 

 

REPORT TO: STRATEGY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

Date: 1ST JUNE 2020 

TOPIC: AIR QUALITY SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING 
DOCUMENT 

REPORT BY: HEAD OF PLACE 

 

1           INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Following adoption of the new North Devon and Torridge Local Plan (2011-
2031) (NDTLP) in October 2018, new Supplementary Planning Documents 
(SPDs) need to be prepared to reflect and supplement the new policies in 
the NDTLP. They will all be prepared jointly with Torridge DC. Some SPDs 
will replace previous documents to reflect new policy requirements, whilst 
others are new, being drafted to supplement the new policies in the NDTLP. 

1.2 The first three new SPDs were prepared to supplement the NDTLP and 
were published for public consultation between 26th September and 8th 
November 2019. The Rural Workers’ Dwellings SPD and the Leadengate 
Design Guide SPD were adopted on 6th January 2020 at Strategy and 
Resources Committee. 

1.3 The Air Quality SPD was published for consultation at the same time as 
these other draft documents. It can be viewed at: 
https://consult.torridge.gov.uk/portal/. 

1.4 A summary of responses received to the Air Quality SPD, together with 
consideration of the issues raised and proposed amendments arising, is set 
out in the attached schedule of comments (appendix A). The amended 
version of this SPD incorporating the proposed amendments is attached 
(appendix B). 

1.5 The Air Quality SPD will also need to be formally adopted by Torridge DC. 

2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 That the amended SPD set out in appendix B is formally adopted as a 
supplementary planning document and is treated as a material 
consideration in determining relevant planning applications. 

3  REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1 To consider consultation responses received prior to formally adopting the 
SPD. 

https://consult.torridge.gov.uk/portal/


4  REPORT 

4.1  Supplementary Planning Documents provide additional detail for relevant 
policies in the NDTLP in order to provide guidance for developers and local 
communities as to how policies will be interpreted and what is required to 
satisfy policy requirements. Once adopted the SPD will become a material 
consideration in planning decisions and planning appeals and will be used 
by the Councils in decision making when considering relevant forms of 
development. SPDs will also assist with the policies being applied 
consistently. 

4.2  This SPD supplements a number of policies the most relevant of which are 
DM02: Environmental Protection, ST03: Adapting to Climate Change and 
Strengthening Resilience, as well as BRA: Spatial Development Strategy for 
Braunton and Wrafton.  

4.3  Whilst SPDs supplement policies within the NDTLP, they cannot create 
new policies. A total of 57 representations were received from 8 separate 
respondents in response to this draft SPD. 

4.4 Of the 57 comments submitted, 29 comments indicated support, agreeing 
with the proposed approach. A further two comments indicated support 
subject to an amendment to the SPD, with 13 comments stating an 
objection. A further 10 comments were of a general nature and 3 were 
clearly unrelated to the draft SPD. The responses raised several main 
issues: 

(a)  Significant changes in national policy during 2019 since the SPD 
was first drafted including publication of Defra’s Clean Air Strategy and 
changes to planning Practice Guidance. The national policy guidance 
section has been updated. 

(b)  A response from Natural England indicating that the scope of the 
SPD should be extended to address air quality issues arising from 
ammonia in the agricultural sector, in order to help deliver reduced 
emissions from farming, as set out in Defra’s Clean Air Strategy. A new 
section has been added. 

(c)  Clarification how and when any submitted Air Quality Impact 
Assessment (AQIA) will be considered and where such air quality annual 
status reports are available. Details have been added. 

4.5  The SPD was scheduled to be considered by the joint local plan working 
group on 17th March 2020, although this meeting was cancelled. It was 
originally scheduled to be considered by strategy and Resources committee 
on 6th April 2020. 

 

5  RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

5.1  The cost of adopting this draft SPD, including its publication on the 
Councils’ websites can be met within existing resources. 



6   EQUALITY and HUMAN RIGHTS 

6.1 The policies within the NDTLP were assessed previously in terms of 
equality issues and there were not considered to be any significant human 
rights, equality and/or diversity implications arising from the policies within 
the NDTLP.  

6.2 Addressing existing air quality issues and preventing further air quality 
problems from arising is for the benefit of all people (residents and visitors) 
in the relevant areas. The main benefits will be for those with respiratory 
health issues (which is most likely to represent the elderly) and those on 
foot regularly (which is most likely to include young people and the elderly). 
There are not considered to be any negative equality impacts arising. 

7  CONSTITUTIONAL CONTEXT 

Article and 
paragraph 

Appendix and 
paragraph 

Referred or 
delegated 

power? 

A key 
decision? 

In the 
Forward 
Plan? 

Part 3, Annexe 1.1  Referred  No Yes 

8   STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY 

8.1  This report contains no confidential material under the provisions of Schedule 
12A of 1972 Act. 

9   BACKGROUND PAPERS 

9.1  The following background papers have been used in the preparation of this 
report:- 

 North Devon and Torridge Local Plan 2011–2031 (adopted October 2018) 

 National Planning Policy Framework (February 2019) 

 Clean Air Strategy (DEFRA, 2019) 

 
9.2  Background papers will be available for inspection and will be kept by the 

author of this report. 

10 STATEMENT OF INTERNAL ADVICE 

10.1  The author (below) confirms that advice has been taken from all appropriate 
Councillors and officers. 

Lead Member for Economic Development and Strategic Planning Policy: Cllr Malcolm 
Prowse 

Author: Andrew Austen (Lead Officer Planning Policy) Date: 10 March 2020  

Reference: S&R – 1 June 2020 (AQ SPD) 

 

 

 



APPENDICES 

A – Air Quality SPD – summary of responses 

B – Air Quality SPD – incorporating amendments 


